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and driven into exile by their orthodox neighbours.
There were more victims in 1562 than ten years
later in the year of the Massacre of St. Bartholomew.
Soon the nobility would have fared no better. Even
the leaders themselves, had they not taken up arms,
would have been sacrificed to the jealous ambition
cloaked by religious zeal of the Guises and their
allies. No patient endurance on the part of the
Huguenots would have disarmed their persecutors ;
and the time was past when such patient endurance
could be expected from them. Here and there they
were and felt themselves to be the stronger party.
The images and relics of the Papists were an abom-
ination to them; on these at any rate they could
avenge the sufferings of their brethren. But, although
with few exceptions they abstained at first from
injury to the property or persons of Catholics, the
orthodox population resented far more bitterly the
disfigurement of a statue of the Virgin, the destruc-
tion of the toe bone of St. Crispin, or the thumb nail
of St. Athanasius, than an insult to a nun or the
assassination of a friar.

Yet, although we hold that the Protestants had
no alternative but to fight for their existence, when
once they had drawn the sword, all chance of France
becoming a Protestant country, if such chance ever
existed, was at an end. They were too small a
minority to impose their faith on a majority whose
fanaticism and zeal were inflamed by the struggle.

At the outset the numerical superiority of the
Catholics was to some extent counterbalanced by
the organisation of the Protestant churches, which